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Across the
United States
we see and

loss of
employment
and steady
paychecks;
rampant real
estate fore -
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closures; the loss of medical and dental benefits, as well as
many families not having money to pay utility bills, buy
groceries, shoes, and basic toiletries. Mount Pleasant is not
exempt from the financial fallout of this difficult economy.
Here at COK there are parishioners and their extended
families who are struggling to make ends meet. For many of
our neighbors these trying conditions are terrifying, and often
there is lack of information regarding the support and
resources available via the parish and the community.

In this issue you will find background on some of our church
affiliated local helping organizations, followed on page 7 by
pertinent information such as phone numbers, email
addresses, contact persons, hours of operation, goods and
services offered.

We begin with an explanation of the connection between

the Saint Vincent DePaul Society and the Sisters of Charity
Our Lady of Mercy Order, and the mission they embody. For
this article BTW contributor, Jeannie Harrell, met with Sr.
Donna Lareau, OLM, Director of Adult Faith Formation at
COK.

Carol Baloglu met with Mrs. Mimi Santos. Mrs. Santos is the
President of the parish chapter of SVDP . This article reveals
the integral role the Saint Vincent DePaul Society plays in
helping members of our parish community.

hear about the

Jonathan Sanchez tells us of the  Saint Vincent DePaul
warehouse , housed at the East Cooper Community
Outreach on Six Mile Road. Members of the SVDP
warehouse team collect, store and re -distribute donated
household furnishings of all sizes and types.

Kelley Andrews contributes an overview of the conception
and 26 year progressive development of ECCO. Today,
ECCO is the strongest network of family assistance East of
the Cooper River. Founded to help neighbors after
Hurricane Hugo devastated this area, today they are
positioned to assist families during many life  -altering
situations.

Families Anonymous offers a safe place to find support for
many family issues.

We also recognize the contributions of the Knights of
Columbus, Christ Our King Council 9475. As a result of their
many fund -raising events throughout the year, the Knights
provide financial support directly to organizations listed in
this issue as well as others.

If you or your extended family are in need of assistance,
please read this issue. Your confidentiality is greatly
respected. Conversely, if you would like to be on the
helping side, volunteers are always needed, and donations
are gratefully accepted and put to good use. We are a
generous and caring parish community, and even more so
during these difficult economic times.
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Saint Vincent DePaul

OA man who | oi

ned t he esthood for

pri

By Jeannie Harrell

We often see Sr. Mary
Cyril Murray, OLM, heading off
on her mo -ped to visit elderly
parishioners, and Sr. Donna
Lareau, OLM, shepherding her
flock of RCIA (Rite of Initiation
of Adult) candidates. The
next time you do, you might
send up a prayer of
thanksgiving to a man who
was born around 1580 i A
man who may, at one time,
have been captured by
pirates. A man who joined
the priesthood for all the
wrong reasons by 21 stcentury
standards. That man was St.
Vincent de Paul.
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In the sixteenth
century, some young men considered the priesthood

a career path to prosperity. Vincent was the bright
second son of a struggling peasant family and

became a priest to seek his fortune. When he was
nineteen, he managed to conceal his age and find

an elderly bishop to ordain him, despite a Council of
Trent decree that only men over the age of twenty -
five could receive Holy Orders. Afterwards, he
embarked on a series of mis -adventures. He ran a
boarding school that was plagued by debt. He may
have been captured by Turkish pirates, sold into
slavery in Tunis, converted his slave owner, and made
his way back to France. Or, he may simply have spent
two years hiding from creditors; no one really knows.
On his return, he was unjustly accused of stealing
money from a roommate, but was later vindicated.

Vincent then took charge of a small rural
parish where he experienced his first success in the
priesthood. When he became chaplain and tutor to
a powerful family, he extended his ministry to the
peasants on the family estate. In doing so, he came
to believe that God was calling him to preach the
Gospel to the poor, and he expanded his ministry to
include galley slaves, the imprisoned, and their
families.

St. Vincent began to notice that his wealthy
parishioners could be generous to their impoverished
neighbors in a crisis but that their charitable interest
often waned in the face of continuing problems. In
response to this human tendency, he established the
Confraternity of Charity, an organization that was
based in individual parishes and attended to the long -
term needs of the poor and the sick. These
Confraternities continue today as the St. Vincent de
Paul Society.

Vincent was unusual among his
contemporaries in that he welcomed women into
active ministry among the poor. To do so, he
organized an association of noblewomen called the
Ladies of Charity. With the help of St. Louise de
Marillac, a friend whose leadership skills he admired,
the Ladies of Charity evolved into the Daughters of
Charity. The Daughters were a secular group of
women who lived in houses instead of cloisters and
they committed their lives to ministering to the sick, the
imprisoned, the orphaned, the homeless, and the
mentally ill. Eventually the Sisters of Charity was
established, a religious order following the rules and
traditions established by St. Vincent and St. Louise.
Our own Sr. Cyril and Sr. Donna belong to the Sisters of
Charity of Our Lady of Mercy.

OFol l owing the example of S
is especially appropriate for ¢
Donna. 0The name, &6Christ Our

royal theology, which refers to the duty of a king to

ensure the care and maintenance of everyone in his

kingdom. Our parish has that same responsibility to
provide justice and charity t
Vincent exemplified this theology in encouraging the

affluent to help the downtrodden. Through its support

of the St. Vincent de Paul Society and the Sisters of

Charity of Our Lady of Mercy, Christ Our King

continues that tradition today.
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The Society of Saint Vincent DePaul at COK

The Society helps those who are truly in need.
By Carol Baloglu

| asked Mrs. Santos what
kind of help is needed by the
people who contact SVDP. She
said that the needs vary from
person to person, but generally,
food, clothing, prescription drugs
and help with electricity bills are
the things most requested.
Electricity bills are an on -going
problem as they donodt
according to the season; whether
it is for heating or air conditioning,
help is needed to pay the bill. Itis to date, the biggest

The Society of Saint Vincent
DePaul is an international Roman
Catholic voluntary organization
dedicated to tackling poverty and
disadvantage by providing direct
practical assistance to anyone in
need.

The Society was founded in
1833 by Blessed Frederic Ozanam, a
French lawyer, author and professor at
the Sorbonne, to serve impoverished
people living in the slums of Paris, France. He was only 20
years old when he formed the society and was beatified

by Pope John Paul Il in 1997. The first meeting of the pull on the societybs monetary r
Society of St Vincent de Paul in the USA was held on Saint Vincent de Paul is lucky to have a very

November 20, 1845, in St. Louis, Missouri; only twelve close working relationship with ECCO and it is because of

years after its foundation in Paris. Nineteen of the most this special connection they are able to work closely on

prominent Catholic laymen of St. Louis attended. It was certain projects. ECCO provides dried foodstuff and
aggregated (formally recogni z &dDP buyyfresh preducd oncan ant ygding basis. Donated
International Council in Paris on February 2, 1846. Today household items are either picked up or delivered and

the Society numbers about 950,000 in some 132 stored for disbursement. Bishop England students are also

countries, and is firmly established in the USA. involved as part of their Community Service to both pick

up and deliver the aforementioned items. Christ Our King

is fortuitous enough, thanks to your generosity, to be able

to help other local SVDP groups better serve the needs of

their community. This is what SVDP members call
6twinning,® and it has been very
out to even more people.

The formation of the Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul at Christ Our King was first initiated by Fr. Bert
Connor in 1986. Still alive and flourishing, it is now
spearheaded by one of ourlong  -term parishioners, Mimi
Santos.

Mimi Santos has been President of SVDP for
approximately three years and leads the monthly
meetings in Grace Hall. The group, consisting of fourteen
active members, meets on the first Thursday of every
month to discuss current projects and evaluate the on -
going needs of the community.

The monthly collection at Christ Our King
contributes greatly to the work of SVDP, and we urge
everyone to help. We also, as a community, tithe twice
yearly to the Society; something for which they are
extremely grateful.

If gou would like t(% leatn more about the work
man t h, socl etyos . )
berllnp carn?d out tl)y the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
S S i nk, éan n_u_mhe_rous referral
oth at home and abroad you can visit their website:

www.SVDPglobal.org

Each member is asked to
oOhotlinebéd for a week. It
which enable Saint Vincent de Paul to continue doing
what they do best; helping those who are truly in need.
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SVDP Home Furnishings Warehouse

A Chair of OBSteMinsentO&Paul provides household furnishings for families in need.
By Jonathan Sanchez

The first client Couture is a St. B eraeddhiec t 0 s
Tom Couture  clients, donors and volunteers are from all over -- he

helped explains that the Furniture Warehouse is at the heart of

through St. the Christ Our King operation. It was started by COK

Vincent de parishioners Bob Newton and Dick Harrington, using

Paul another parishionerds empty gara
Household square -foot warehouse, part of the ECCO facility on Six

Furniture Mil e Road, is ofull to the rafte
location was sofas, bureaus, and more. There are also satellite garages

a woman in on Isle of Palms and other sites East of the Cooper.

McClellan - OWe see a lot of good stuff.

ville. She and

her husband. leg might be missing, so we go to Royall's and spend four

dollars on a part. We also have a couple guys who are

an amputee, : ;
were living pretty good at repairs.o
with three But moving furniture, especially in the warm and
childreninan  long Charleston summer can be taxing. At 64, Tom is the
almost oyoung guydé in the group, and th
completely empty house. She went to the bedroom and avoid injuries. They ask clients to bring friends to
got the one chair they owned, gave it to me to sit in and help move. Around 30 people currently are on the
then | eaned against the wall . WOolHents&agrs r 9t am, nkutmalyedkd | i ke
one of the kids had a bed, and it was just a rope bed, consistently have two people man the warehouse each
two-by-f ours with ropes strung a weekdaygnorging, and four on Saturday mornings.
There are a number of fine charities in the Couture and his wife, Christina, retired to Mount
Lowcountry that collect used furniture and resell it to raise Pleasant in 2003. (By the way, if you meet him, perhaps to
money. What sets the St. Vincent de Paul Household volunteer or to schedule a furniture pick -up, you won?ot
Furniture apart is it directly furnishes without charge the notice an accent, but English is his second language.
homes of people who are in need. In any given week, He 6 s F-Canadmarhand grew up in Berlin, N.H., where
Couture and other volunteers collect and deliver 150 to he attended French Catholic school.)
200 pieces of furniture, around 8,000 pieces a year. He feels that his work with the St. Vincent de Paul
61 mean, whodés going to bf89cCkemékbbsyaaoheahbndsxplainsthatual | ou
full of furniture?6 Couture Saadnginthebackeffhe ghyrch goegtingsdpnationsiss i x t o
eight weeks chasing every garage sale there is, you humbling, but owedd rather face
could still spend a thousand dollars. But we have that at parishioners and let them know we are good caretakers

the ready, thanks to our gene@foutsh&iomomaney. o

ltés the generosity on both sQ@ldle&s tthannouthe esdaysndsoas a
most powerful about the program. my friends and | used to poke fun at the old people in the
of the church coll t|n for tr& poor. The nuns

0 We have unbelievabl e ne'ﬂ/?}qut%"rugtopﬁ)e%ar agl uwouldmakefunof
Il sl and, in Mount Pl easant , | ﬂeoé)le ,

P 'Y &L e Sh &M e
and Downtown, who just give away amazingly nice _
pieces of furniture, 6 he says. oBloDisenad thpmagysincere, haide y-woekingeand
hel ping are among the most g elayalvoupteers whe sepaside song pféhe maste r

met. You might see an elderly woman in a fifty -year -old successful careers and diverse personas to give back to

trailer, paying the taxes on heirs property, living on six or this community. There are too many names to list i and
seven hundred dollars a month, with atwo  -hundred - no one seeks the limelight A but, you can recognize

dollar electric bill. And someone comes to the door and them by the smiles on their faces and the skip in their

says OMy kids are in troubl e. stepsasthey fithiyly help pthersingged e t hem. 6
And she says, 6Sure,® and takes them in without bl inking. 6
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